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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, February 8, 2026
Colossians 1:24-2:5

Connection Points
1. As a church family, we’re inviting our Life Groups to prayerfully consider setting a shared goal for gospel conversations this year. This is one simple way we live out our calling to love beyond ourselves and cultivate the unwavering hope of Jesus in our community. If your group chooses to take this step, track your conversations in your Life Group room and add them to the Red Pin map as a visible reminder of how God is at work. We’d also love to celebrate with you—email John at jw@beechhaven.net to share your group’s goal.
2. Discover Beech Haven – Are you interested in getting connected at Beech Haven? Discover Beech Haven is a pre-membership gathering designed to help you take the next step in belonging to a church family committed to cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation. At this event, you'll meet others who are new to Beech Haven, hear directly from Pastor Rob about our mission, values, and disciple-making strategy in Athens and beyond, and discover how your story can become part of what God is doing through our church. High school students who are interested in membership are also encouraged to attend. Refreshments and childcare will be available. The address will be sent by email a few days before the event. Come and discover how you can be a part of Beech Haven!

Main Point
Christ in us empowers a ministry that teaches truth, endures sacrifice, and aims at the spiritual maturity of others.
Sermon Synopsis
Christian ministry is defined by a clear goal: forming people who are knowledgeable in the truth, discerning against error, and united in Christlike love. The primary means God uses to produce this maturity is faithful teaching that proclaims Christ, anchors believers in truth, and guards the church from deception. The life that sustains this work is one of joyful, costly, Spirit-empowered service, made possible not by human strength but by Christ living and working within His people.

Lean In
1. When you hear the word “minister” or “ministry,” what’s the first image or role that comes to mind? 

2. Think of someone who helped you grow spiritually. What did they actually do that made a difference in your life?
Look Down

Read Colossians 1:24-29, 2:1-5
3. What words in this passage describe how Paul experiences ministry (1:24, 1:29, 2:1)? What do those words tell us about the cost of serving others spiritually?

4. Why is teaching and proclaiming Christ so central to Paul’s ministry (1:25, 1:28, 2:2–4)?

5. How does Paul describe the source of his strength for ministry (1:29)? Why is that important?
6. In your own words, explain how looking to Jesus as the truest and best servant affects your service of others.
Look In
7. Do you tend to define spiritual growth more by what you know, what you avoid, or how you love? What might that reveal about your heart? 

8. Identify opportunities where you live, work, and play where taking on the mentality of “service” can transform you and those you serve.

9. Where at Beech Haven are you serving? How does that opportunity lead to maturity in Christ in those you are serving? 

Leader note: Choir, worship, first impressions, kids, life groups, and discipleship groups ALL are areas at Beech Haven ready for your service!
Look Out
10. How is Paul’s picture of ministry different from how our culture typically defines success, influence, or leadership? 

11. Who in your life might God be inviting you to help move toward maturity in Christ? What would it look like to intentionally invest in them?
Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “Have you ever felt like you’re busy, connected, maybe even successful — but still missing something deeper?”
1. “Do you think it’s actually possible to know what’s true about life and God, or do you feel like everyone’s just guessing?”
1. “Who has had the biggest influence on how you see life — a teacher, a parent, a book, someone online?”
1. “When you picture real love — not just romance, but deep, lasting love — what does it look like to you?”
Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You that You are not only our model for service but our power for service. Grow me in knowledge, guard me with discernment, and fill me with love — so that others might grow mature in You. Amen.
2

image1.png
BEECH HAVEN C-HURCH





